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Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Welcome to AP Biology! This course is designed to parallel the rigorous experience a student will 
encounter during his/her introductory science courses in college. It aims not only to provide a firm 
understanding of Biology and our world, but it also is intended to help students develop lab skills and 
techniques, as well as inspire scientific inquiry.  

 
In order to be accredited as an AP course, the College Board requires extra contact time with students 
outside of the conventional school day. This time allows for additional instruction and laboratory work. 
In following with the College Board’s guidelines, students enrolled in this course will be required to attend 
an extended period three days per week—Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Some music students may 
be required to share the Friday extended time between AP Biology and their technique class. The course 
is scheduled for 3 different periods: 

 
 1st Period = Zero Hour/1st period (Class begins at 7:00 am sharp)  
 3rd/4th Period = All of 3rd period/First 20mins of 4th period 
 4th/5th Period = Last 20 minutes of 4th / all of 5th  

 
Whether students are arriving before school or coming in halfway through their lunch period, they are 
expected to be on time.  The tardy policy will be strictly enforced even though there are no bells that 
ring for these times.  If a student is late to class, any work that was collected during that time will be 
accepted for late points.  Students coming from lunch will need to show their Student ID to leave the 
lunchroom each and every day, and are not allowed to carry lunch items through the hallway.   

 
It is imperative that you discuss with your student the importance of attending this mandatory portion of 
the AP Biology course each and every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  

 
This schedule will allow for the most comprehensive experience possible, without further complicating 
the already busy schedules of the AP Biology students. If you have any questions or concerns regarding 
this additional time required, please feel free to contact any of the individuals listed below. We would 
be happy to speak with you. We look forward to a productive year of AP Biology. Thank you all for your 
flexibility and support! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Michelle Corlew, Course Instructor   Melissa Turner, Course Instructor 
e-mail: michelle_corlew@ipsd.org   e-mail: melissa_turner@ipsd.org 

 
 

 
Matt Long, Science Department Chair 

e-mail: matthew_long@ipsd.org 
 
 
 



AP Biology 2018-19 - Optional Summer Work 
 

All Summer Work is optional.  However, completing it ahead of time will make the first two weeks of school much 
less hectic for you.  We encourage you to get your feet wet and make sure this is the course for you! 
 

1. Read Chapters 40-43 in your textbook, Campbell’s Biology in Focus (Urry 1e AP Edition).  Complete the 
Reading Guides for each chapter; these are available on the AP Biology Summer Google Classroom page 
(class code = rtpj621).  If you have any problems, email one of the AP Bio instructors, 
michelle_corlew@ipsd.org or melissa_turner@ipsd.org and we can email you the pdf.  Reading Guides are 
due by Friday, August 23.  Late work will not be accepted. 
 

2. Set up your account for Mastering Biology, the interactive website that accompanies the textbook.  The 
directions for setting up your account are on this sheet.  You will have 4 assignments you must complete 
through Mastering Biology.  Once you set up your account and log in to the site you should see a calendar.  
The assignments can be accessed by clicking on the link that appears on the calendar.  All Mastering Biology 
assignments must be completed before midnight on the due date throughout the year: 

Assignment   Suggested Due Date  Final Due Date 
Intro to Mastering Bio  June 20   August 19 
Chap. 40   June 21   August 21 
Chap. 41   July 12    August 22 
Chap. 42 & 43   August 12   August 26 

 
You may finish the assignments early, but you will not receive credit for any work submitted after the  
due date.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact one of the AP Bio instructors. You can also  
contact Pearson support, but they are often slow to respond.  

 

Setting up your Mastering Biology Account: 
Go to PearsonSchool.com/Access and follow the steps.  You will need to know the textbook you are 
registering for:  Campbell Biology in Focus 1e AP Edition (Urry).   You will need to set up an account with 
Pearson if you don’t already have one; use a login and password of your choosing that you will not forget.  
No one at Metea will have access to this information.  You will also need these codes: 

 
If your last name begins with A-L use this code:     SSNAST-WHIRR-LODEN-BOMBS-ELVIS-VOTES 

 
If your last name begins with M-Z use this code: SSNAST-WHIRR-LODEN-BOMBS-ELVIS-PRIES 

 
You will need to join the class using this course ID:  TURNERSUMMER2019 

 
Once you have set up your account, be sure to: 

• Bookmark the login page:  https://www.masteringbiology.com/site/login.html 
• Write down your login and password so that you don’t forget it! 
• Try accessing the eText (very handy feature to use when traveling!) 
• Complete the first assignment, which familiarizes you with the Mastering Biology program 

 

https://www.masteringbiology.com/site/login.html

